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Today is 16 December - our great Victory Day. This is the unique day of pride for the Bangali
Nation. On this day in 1971, we snatched the victory by defeating the occupying Pakistani forces
and achieved long-cherished independent and sovereign Bangladesh. On this day of victory, |
extend my sincere greetings and warm felicitations to all Bangladeshis living at home and
abroad.

On this happy moment, I recall with profound reverence the greatest Bangali of all time, great
architect of independence, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Under
the dynamic, courageous and charismatic leadership of the Father of the Nation, the people of
this territory brought the red sun of the independence breaking the shackles of subjugation of
thousands of years. I pay my deep tribute to three million martyrs and valiant freedom fighters
whose supreme sacrifice brought us the independent and sovereign Bangladesh. I express sincere
gratitude to all the foreign friends for their support on the way towards our independence.

The Birth Centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the greatest Bangali of all time,
is being celebrated this year. The coming year will mark the Golden Jubilee of our independence.
These are rare occasions in our history. We have an opportunity to highlight Bangladesh and
Bangabandhu at home and abroad through meetings, seminars, workshops or screening of films
and videos. It is also high time we established the image of the country as a ‘Land of
Opportunity’ and a ‘Vibrant Economy’.

Following the guided path of Bangabandhu, his able daughter Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is determined to build a prosperous, knowledge-based and happy country. As a result of
the pragmatic initiatives taken by the present government, Bangladesh has been transformed into
a vibrant economy now. The present government continues to make rapid and significant
progress in economic and social development which has helped to increase the living standard of
the general people. The government has been working relentlessly to turn Bangladesh into a
developed country by the year 2041. Poverty alleviation, sustainable development, protection of
the environment, women empowerment and human resources development are some of the key
features of Bangladesh's development strategy. Today the country is often cited by the
international community as a 'Role Model for Development'.

The government is working with utmost sincerity under the direct supervision of Hon'ble Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to overcome the impact of Covid-19 Pandemic. Hon’ble Prime Minister
declared a number of stimulus packages to support the emergency healthcare services, to protect
jobs and to achieve smooth economic recovery. The packages declared so far have totaled Tk.
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1,12,633 crore. Even amid the Covid-19 pandemic, Bangladesh's GDP growth, 5.2%, is the
highest among all Asian countries.

[ extend my greetings to all the members of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and our Missions
abroad. On this historic day, we, overwhelmed with the joy of victory, make a renewed pledge to
devote ourselves to work from our respective positions imbued with the spirit of Liberation War
to build a ‘Sonar Bangla’ and also a better world for our future generations.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu.
May Bangladesh Live Forever.

e

Dr. A. K. Abdul Momen, MP
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